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Abstract

Recently in Colombia has emerged a new interest in explaining some facts in economic
history within the context of cliometrics. However, the analysis of transportation
infrastructure and its impact on the Colombian's economic development has not received
enough attention. The objective of this paper is to close this gap, after all transportation
developments is a central topic in the study of country's economic history. This paper
provides a new database that contribute to the study of transportation developments in
Colombia. The main contribution is to demonstrate that railroads did not play an
overwhelming role in Colombia's economy during the first half of the twentieth century.
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Recientemente en Colombia ha surgido el interés por explicar los acontecimientos de la
historia econdmica del pais dentro del enfoque de la cliometria. Sin embargo, el analisis del
transporte y su influencia sobre el desarrollo econdmico nacional no ha recibido suficiente
atencion. Este ensayo busca cubrir tal deficiencia; después de todo, éste es un tema central
en el estudio de la historia econdmica de un pais. El trabajo proporciona una nueva base de
datos que contribuye al estudio del desarrollo del transporte terrestre en Colombia. El aporte
principal del estudio consiste en demostrar que los ferrocarriles no jugaron un papel
fundamental en el desarrollo de la economia colombiana.
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