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This paper studies the executive-legislative exchange of centrally-allocated benefits (jam) for
legislative support in Colombia using data from road building projects, legislative roll-call
votes, and a leaked database which uncovered the assignment of road contracts to individual
legislators. We draw hypotheses from a model in which an executive spreads jam to sway
legislators. We document that assigned projects had excess costs, legislators targeted were
more likely to be swing voters in congress, and legislators increased their support for the
executive after their contracts were signed. The results are driven by legislators representing
remote regions and constituencies with weaker political institutions.
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