Jam-barrel Politics - Portal de Investigaciones Economicas

Jam-barrel Politics
REVIEW OF ECONOMICS AND STATISTICS
DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1162/rest a 01142
Publicado:

Domingo, 9 Junio 2024

Authors:

Leonardo Bonilla-Mejia,
Morales Juan S.
Clasificacion JEL:

D72, D73, H54, K13, R11
Descargar documento

Lo mas reciente

Leyes de margenes minimos y fijacién de precios en comercios multiproducto

Daniel Herrera-Araujo, Jorge Florez-Acosta

Trabajo de cuidado no remunerado y brechas regionales de género en la participacién laboral
en Colombia

Luis Armando Galvis-Aponte, Adriana Marcela Rivera-Zarate

Evaluacion de los efectos de las recientes normas de provisiones sobre |la asignacién del
crédito de consumo en Colombia

Diego Fernando Cuesta-Mora, Fredy Alejandro Gamboa-Estrada, Camilo Eduardo Sanchez-
Quinto

Otras Publicaciones

This paper studies the executive-legislative exchange of centrally-allocated benefits (jam) for
legislative support in Colombia using data from road building projects, legislative roll-call
votes, and a leaked database which uncovered the assignment of road contracts to individual
legislators. We draw hypotheses from a model in which an executive spreads jam to sway
legislators. We document that assigned projects had excess costs, legislators targeted were
more likely to be swing voters in congress, and legislators increased their support for the
executive after their contracts were signed. The results are driven by legislators representing
remote regions and constituencies with weaker political institutions.
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